Pendle AC – Presentation evening
Welcome to our annual presentation evening with a special welcome for our guest Susan Moncrieff.

As Club chairman  I make a full annual report at the AGM in the new year, however as with most AGMs attendance is limited and I would like to pick up some key points tonight.

What I would like to cover is:

1) the Club in the community and relationship with England Athletics

2) the track and Pendle Vale

3) committee and coaches

4) competition and successes

We have benefited from a small amount of grant funding during the year which was a hangover from the previous year.  However our successful initiative in working with Pendle leisure sports devt and going into schools had the rug pulled from under it due to policy changes at EA.  This is a great disappointment and the Club along with all other clubs in Lancashire hasn’t benefited from the replacement grant scheme.
Indeed our relationship with EA has moved from strong to non existent following their reorganisation.  Many might say that this doesn’t matter but as a club we are encouraged to work in the community but without grant funding we cannot do this.  Our work with schools did result in a clear intake of new junior members.

We do have the use of an excellent track at Seedhill unlike Rossendale, Skipton or Keighley and Craven for example.  However we are still limited in using the track for league events due to safety concerns.  There does not appear to be any access to major funding for repairs and replacement equipment available to either us or Pendle Leisure.  This is a cause of concern for the future when a full track resurfacing (approx cost £100k) is not far off.

On Mondays we have started using the new Pendle Vale facilities which are excellent for both the young athlete and intermediate groups.  Lets hope that we receive better notice of exams etc than we did at Park.

One of our biggest assets are our coaches who are all unpaid for their work.  Whilst we have two formal club nights most squads train two other times per week and when you add competitions this is a serious commitment.  In addition our coaches also work outside of the Club for instance Derek is a field referee and attends competitions almost every weekend during the summer.
A number of people have qualified as level 1 coaches during the year and their assistance even on an occasional basis is invaluable.  These are myself, sarah, Sheila, Eleanor, Bryan and Anna.  We could always do with more and all that is required is attendance at a 1 day course.
We also need qualified technical officials and a basic course is being planned at Burnley in the near future.  If we don’t supply officials we are fined either money or points and in extreme cases events get cancelled for safety reasons.  We particularly need some parents of younger athletes to come forward as existing officials move onto different events as their children get older.  This isn’t a big commitment.

We could also do with two team managers for summer T&F events.  This involves talking to coaches to get names, checking with the athletes and then entering team sheets on the day.
Your committee meet throughout the year and work behind the scenes to keep the club running.  I personally thank them for their support.
Of special mention is our club secretary, membership secretary, welfare officer, team manager and sandwich maker Christine.  This is by far the largest role on the committee and our thanks go to her.

We will mention individual success in the main presentation but I would just like to give a summary in each of our disciplines:

Sportshall – aimed at the younger athletes this is both hard work and great fun.  Whilst we have been successful attendance at competitions is very low compared to say 5 years ago.  This is principally down to parents going out of their way to get their children to these events.

Cross country – a very strong discipline of the club although we could do with more competitors to score points in all age groups at all meetings.  
The U13 boys received the Mid Lancs silver medal and the U15 girls received gold.

4 athletes represented Lancashire at English schools and 1 represented Lancs at the inter counties.
Fell running – a low profile discipline but around about 15 club members compete all year round throughout the north of England and even into Scotland.  There aren’t many weekends of the year when someone isn’t running in a Pendle vest.  This is the area where we have our highest international representation which has continued this year.
Road running – a few seniors compete occasionally on the roads and the juniors compete in road relays in the autumn.  I would personally like to thank the Club for a place at this years London Marathon and sponsorship support that resulted in a significant donation to club funds.
Road Relays

At the recent North West Counties Road Relays which incorporates the County Champs,  in the Lancashire Champs competition  U15Girls  were awarded Gold medals and U13 Boys received Silver medals.  The U13 Girls were placed 5th and the U15 Boys were a very close 4th.

Track – a mainstay of the club although competitors remain low.  However a number of newcomers competed at our end of season event at Seedhill and hopefully will go on to compete next year.

Field – this is another area whether the Club punches well above its weight with a small group of high standard competitors.  Of special mention is former club member Sophie Hitchon who has regularly beaten her own GB hammer record this year which now stands 63.18 set at the European junior Champs not bad for an 18 year old.
I would like to congratulate some athletes who have received awards during the year:

Pendle Sports Awards (Awarded by a panel of different agencies in Pendle including Pendle Leisure Trust , Nelson Leader and some local business)

Rising Star:   Natalie Haythornthwaite  

Runner up     Lucy Chadwick
Northern League (composite team with Burnley A.C.)

Along with Burnley A.C. athletes we were winners of our division.   

I would now like to introduce Susan  who is a England international high jumper with a PB of 1.95.  She has competed at world and European champs and two commonwealth games winning the European cup in 2001.  She is joint holder of the English high jump record.  Susan helped us with a series of high jump coaching sessions targeted at athletes and coaches last winter.
